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Abstract 
Following the guidance of the Clean Water Act, Indiana has declared “…to restore and maintain the chemical, 
physical, and biological integrity of the waters of the State” [327 IAC 2-1-1.5].  In 1990, the reality was that past 
practices and resources were not sufficient to meet the State’s goal; thus, the Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
Strategy was developed in 1995 to generate the primary data necessary to assess the integrity of Indiana’s rivers, 
streams, and lakes for designated uses.  The Strategy focuses on a watershed approach for addressing water 
quality issues and uses a five-year rotating study cycle of all major river basins in the State.  The Strategy is 
designed to provide technical data and information in support of the Indiana Integrated Water Monitoring and 
Assessment Report (a combination of the Section 305(b) Water Quality Report and the Consolidated List 
including Section 303(d) List of Impaired Waters), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permitting program, drinking water source protection activities, and the annual Fish Consumption Advisory.  
Sampling programs that provide the data include: fixed station monitoring; sampling from statistically selected 
sites for biological, chemical, and physical data; fish and macroinvertebrate community analysis; fish tissue and 
sediment contaminant testing; pesticide measurements; bacteriological sampling; site specific sampling in support 
of NPDES permitting program; and special projects such as trace metals and Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDL) sampling.  This oral presentation will cover the Strategy components (Planning, Sampling Programs, and 
Reporting), accomplishments, and proposed refinements of the Strategy.  
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